We know our community shares our same goals of rescuing, protecting and saving lives. We know because of organizations like the Wolves Motorcycle Club, which raised $15,000 for the HSSA with a one-day event. We know because of kids like Ari Williams, who gave up her birthday presents to give to the animals instead. We know because of the hundreds of volunteers who give up their free time to walk dogs, attend events and help care for homeless pets.
Each day, we are amazed and grateful for the generosity and compassion of our supporters. We ask you to continue to be a catalyst for change, to help the HSSA educate the two-legged, so we can make the world better for the four-legged.
Through our combined efforts, we can one day live in a community where animals are given the respect and treatment they deserve. Thank you for continuing, each and every day, to help us save lives.
Chair, Board of Directors, 2011-2012
OuR WORk
We save the lives of our homeless, abandoned, and often abused, animals. We received, sheltered and cared for 9,515 lost and unwanted companion animals in Fiscal Year 2011-2012
OuR MiSSiOn
The Humane Society of Southern Arizona is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the general welfare, sheltering and placement of animals; prevention of cruelty to animals and animal overpopulation; education concerning humane treatment of animals; and involvement in other animal welfare issues.
OuR ViSiOn
To end euthanasia of adoptable animals... where one day, no healthy companion animal will be euthanized for lack of a home, for lack of space, for lack of compassion.
Our Mission Statement
Thanks to Our Members and Volunteers! For almost every nonprofit organization, the membership base is the lifeblood of the organization. No truer words could be spoken for the Humane Society of Southern Arizona.
We rely on our supporters for the feeding, housing and caring -the very lives -of our homeless pets. Every member is a life-saver. On behalf of our homeless companions who cannot speak for themselves, we thank our members and volunteers. The Humane Society of Southern Arizona saves thousands more lives each year than all other local animal organizations combined.
Adopt From A Local Animal Welfare Organization

Animal Bill of Rights
Our promise: while in our care, we promise to love you, care for you, provide nourishment, and to ensure that your stay is the best it can possibly be. As a commitment to each animal that enters our door, we have created the Animal Bill of Rights. The preamble to this document reads:
All animals in our care are our clients. Each animal that enters the protection of the HSSA will be treated with dignity and respect from loving, responsible, well-trained caregivers, during every moment it remains under our guardianship.
The animals at HSSA may have been abandoned, but they will not be abandoned by us. They have been displaced from their environment and their homes. Our commitment to them is to provide them with safety, comfort, and the best possible stay within our walls, as well as to use all available means to find each animal a responsible, devoted, and permanent home.
HSSA has implemented a variety of programs to improve the health and reduce the stress of the animals that have been uprooted from their homes and found their way into our care.
Giving our Homeless animals the Best Possible Environment and Chance at a happy life
Physical / Medical / Behavioral
HSSA is committed to a healthy environment that inhibits the spread of infection and disease. To this end, we employ a rigorous and systematic sterilization regimen to protect the health of our shelter animals.
All animals are vaccinated upon arrival to reduce the risk of infection to themselves and to other shelter animals. They are also given a behavioral and medical exam to ensure that they are physically and behaviorally sound. Should a health problem present itself, our veterinarians examine and provide medical intervention.
Thanks to our many volunteers and staff, our shelter animals are treated to special tender loving care time -daily walks and playtime for the dogs, and cuddle-and-snuggle time for the cats. Blankets, towels, treats and toys are a welcome addition for the animals in our care while they await someone to choose them as their new companion.
Everybody
Deserves A Second Chance
In addition to HSSA veterinary care, many local veterinarians have become partners of the HSSA and heroes of injured or sick animals by offering complimentary or reduced fee services for those who come to us in desperate need of medical attention.
The Humane Society of Southern Arizona works tirelessly to showcase the wonderful variety of animals in our shelter. Our number one priority is to save lives and find our innocent "clients" a second home. We strive to be the organization of choice for families opening their hearts and homes to a fourlegged family member. We encourage the community to adopt shelter animals rather than choosing pet stores (thereby supporting puppy mills), newspaper advertisements, and irresponsible breeders.
Finding homes for thousands of animals requires a variety of creative adoption strategies and often means taking the pets to the people. To this end, we have partnered with other pet-friendly establishments to showcase our animals at their locations.
HSSA invests in the health of every animal in its care. All adoptions include the following: 
Injured / Abused
Sadly, we often receive animals that have been neglected, tortured, burned and battered. Many of these pets are frightened and hover at the back of the kennel, in fear of all who pass by. We have found that with proper medical attention and foster care, these animals are able to overcome their well-founded fears and become wonderful companions.
Our Second Chance Fund gives these unfortunate victims a second chance at love.
Foster Program
Each year, HSSA receives hundreds of tiny, unsure-footed newborn kittens and puppies with their eyes barely open who require tender loving -and often-times intensive -care and attention. Critical to their survival are the foster care volunteers who come forward and assume the role of surrogate parents for these homeless infants until they are old enough to enter new and permanent homes. Additionally, our foster care program cares for hundreds of sick or injured animals each year. In 2011-12 Fiscal Year, 1,400 animals were fostered by our incredible volunteers.
Battling Pet Overpopulation: A Community Problem
Each year, approximately 35,000 animals in the Tucson metropolitan area will be homeless and turned in to either the HSSA or Pima Animal Care Center. This number is staggering -nearly 96 animals per day! We work for the day that our community will end the surplus of animals they produce.
Prevention is the most powerful tool in combating pet overpopulation. Our surgical team is trained in Rapid Sterilization, a recognized specialty field of veterinary medicine practiced in key clinics across the nation.
HSSA provides high-quality surgical services, as well as some of the lowest cost spay/neuter surgeries in the region. In our race to save lives, we performed 11,422 sterilizations last fiscal year, which will prevent millions of unwanted lives over time.
To save as many lives as possible, we offer a variety of assistance programs for spaying and neutering companion animals. Depending on the level of need, there are many types of assistance programs. Funding from the Arizona Pet Plates program and private donors help pay for free spay/neuter days that have proven invaluable in encouraging more members of the community to be responsible pet owners.
We also offer a trap, neuter, return program for feral cats, which cuts down on unnecessary euthanizations, while helping to curb the population of these unadoptable animals. During this fiscal year, 1,352 ferals were captured by members of the community, spayed or neutered, and returned to their colonies -more than four times the previous fiscal year!
Collaborative Efforts
A collaborative effort is necessary to combat the overwhelming problem of pet overpopulation. Therefore, we have formed a variety of partnerships with organizations such as Pima Animal Care Center, the Association of Shelter Veterinarians, the Arizona Veterinary Medical Association (AZVMA), breed-specific rescue groups, and spay/neuter groups such as Animal Welfare Alliance of Southern Arizona (AWASA), the Animal Cruelty Taskforce (ACT), and other national organizations in an effort to prevent more unwanted animals and find loving homes for existing animals.
Rescuing • Protecting • Saving investigating Animal Cruelty
The HSSA, as a founding member of the Animal Cruelty Task Force (ACT), has an on-staff Animal Cruelty Investigator. Mike Duffey, who retired after 34 years with the Pima County Sheriff 's Department, is now using his consderable resources in service of the HSSA and animal victims of abuse.
Other ACT members include the Pima County Sheriff 's Department, Tucson Police Department, law enforcement agencies from Pinal, Cochise and Santa Cruz counties (among others), City of Tucson and Pima County Attorney's Offices, Pima Animal Care, University of Arizona Animal Diagnostic Laboratory and the Southern Arizona Veterinary Medical Association.
Working together, we bring awareness and vigilance to this often unseen suffering.
Human-Pet Health Teams
In our pet visitation program (Pet VIP), individuals and their canine companions visit hospitals, nursing homes, assisted living communities, adult day care centers, homeless shelters and correctional facilities, providing critical benefits. Research shows healing improves and recidivism and complications decrease when animals are part of the treatment plan.
Assisting Domestic Violence Victims
Research has proven that an abuser is an abuser -if they abuse people, then most likely animals are also targets. Human shelters are often unable to accommodate the pet victims of domestic violence. We have teamed with local domestic shelters to provide a safe haven for the animal victims. Through the Safe Haven program we assume full responsibility for the pet(s) until the home is a safe environment for all victims.
Education & Cruelty Prevention: Teaching Future Generations
One of the best ways to combat pet overpopulation is to to create a more compassionate and responsible future generation. The HSSA is dedicated to helping today's children become tomorrow's animal welfare heroes.
Our Cruelty in Common program is geared to individuals, schools, and organizations specifically concerned with violence issues toward animals and children. The program includes a variety of resources for professionals, and works with Tucson Police Department school resource officers to identify potential abusers and intervene in schools where cruelty cases occur.
Our Clients Are Celebrities
Thanks to the animal-friendly Tucson media, our animals have star power. Television and radio spots and print media are sure-fire attention-grabbers for animals needing homes.
Each week we feature several animals in a variety of complimentary media venues. In our business, visibility translates to lives saved -thanks to all our media partners! The HSSA also uses social media sites such as Facebook and Twitter to promote not only our adoptable animals, but our events, as well. We have a very active social community, with nearly 12,000 "likes" on Facebook and 2,300 followers on Twitter. 
